
General Rules of Succession - Female Hindu 

Under the Hindu law in operation prior to the coming into force of the Act, a woman’s ownership of 

property was hedged in by certain delimitations on her right of disposal and also on her testamentary power 

in respect of that property. 

 

Divergent authorities only added to the difficulties surrounding the meaning of a term to which it sought to 

give technical significance. Women were supposed to, it was held and believed, not have power of absolute 

alienation of property. The restrictions imposed by the Hindu law on the proprietary rights of women 

depended upon her status as a maiden, as a married woman and as a widow. They also depended upon the 

source and nature of property. Thought there were some fragmented legislation upon the subject (regard 

being made to the Hindu Woman’s Right to Property Act, 1937), the settled law was still short of granting a 

status to woman where she could acquire, retain and dispose off the property as similar to a Hindu male. The 

Hindu Succession Act, 1956 and particularly Section 14 brought substantial change, thus, upon the aspect of 

a right of a Hindu female over her property and thereby settled the conflict. 

Section 15 of the Act prescribes general rules of succession in the case of female Hindus. The property of a 

female Hindu dying intestate shall devolve: 

1. firstly, upon the sons and daughters (including the children of any predeceased son or daughter) and 

the husband; 

2. secondly upon the heirs of the husband; 

3. thirdly, upon the mother and father; 

4. fourthly, upon the heirs of the father; and; 

5. lastly, upon the heirs of the mother 



However sub-Section (2), similar to the scheme of Section 14, is in the nature of an exception to the general 

rule as laid in sub-Section (1). The two exceptions are, if a female dies without leaving any issue then, 

 

If any property is inherited by a female Hindu from her father or Mother it shall devolve in the absence of 

any son of daughter of the deceased (including the children of any predeceased son or daughter) not upon the 

heirs referred to above but upon the heirs of the father; and any property inherited by a female Hindu from 

her Husband or from her father in law shall devolve, in the absence of any son or daughter of the deceased 

(including the children of any predeceased son or daughter) not upon their referred to above, but upon the 

heirs of the husband. 

 

Section 16 talks about order of succession and manner of distribution among heirs of a female Hindu.- The 

order of succession among the heirs referred to in Section 15 shall be and the distribution of the intestate’s 

property among those heirs shall take place according , to the following rules, namely: 

 

Rule 1 - Among the heirs specified in sub-Section (1) of Section 15, those in one entry shall be preferred to 

those in any succeeding entry and those including in the same entry shall take simultaneously. 

 

It declares that among the heirs enumerated in entries (a) to (e) of Section 15, those heirs referred to in prior 

entry are to be preferred to those in any subsequent entry and those included in the same entry are to succeed 

simultaneously. 

 

Rule 2 - If any son or daughter of the intestate had predeceased the intestate leaving his or her own children 

alive at the time of the intestate’s death, the children of such son or daughter shall take between them the 

share which such son or daughter would have taken if living at the intestate’s death. 

 

It states that in case of the children of a predeceased son or daughter, they shall not take per  capita with the 

son and daughter of the intestate but shall take per stripes i.e. the children and the predeceased son or 

daughter shall succeed to the property of the intestate as if the predeceased son or daughter was alive at the 

time of inheritance. 

 

Rule 3 - The devolution of the property of the intestate on the heirs referred to in clauses (b), (d) 



and (e) of sub-Section (1) and in sub-Section (2) to Section 15 shall be in the same order and 

according to the same rules as would have applied if the property would have been the father’s, 

the mother’s or the husband’s as the case maybe, and such person had died intestate in respect 

thereof immediately after the intestate’s death. 

 

It is applicable only when succession is in terms of entry (b), (d) or (e) of Section 15(1). This 

rule 3 is to be invoked when under rule 1 the heirs of the husband or the father or the mother are 

to be ascertained for purpose of distribution of property. 

 

The joint family system in our country has slowly been eroded and an increasing number of 

nuclear and semi-nuclear families have replaced the traditional Mitakshara Hindu joint family 

system. Women are also becoming more economically independent. With the growth of the 

nuclear family a married woman dependency on her natal family and continued closeness to it is 

much greater today even if it was not so earlier. Recently Law Commission Report 207 

recommended amendment in S 15 of Hindu Succession Act, 1956. The amendment will basically 

change the position of heirs in case female dies intestate leaving her, self acquired property. 

 


